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Rules Committee, of which I was for-
merly a member, for making my
amendment in order.

I rise today to offer a very simple
amendment that adds service disabled
veterans to the list of targeted groups
to receive consideration from the SBIR
bill and SBIR board. Currently in the
bill, the board, which is authorized to
make recommendations to the grant
awarding authorities, is directed to de-
velop a means of how to encourage
more applications from small business
owners who are minorities or women.
My amendment will direct the board to
include service disabled veterans own-
ers of small businesses to those who
will be encouraged to make more appli-
cations from a grant pool of over $50
million.

We have a lot of our servicemen and
women returning with injuries. But we
want to encourage them that they can
move forward with their lives and in-
vest and prosper in a small business,
and this opens up more opportunity for
them.

Madam Chairman, recent studies
have shown that returning veterans
face unemployment rates that are
nearly four times as high as that of
nonmilitary laborers.
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Our returning veterans should have
post-military opportunities that in-
spire confidence and don’t disappoint
them.

This amendment will extend to serv-
ice-disabled veterans more opportuni-
ties to succeed after serving our Nation
so bravely.

Madam Chairman, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
while not opposed to the amendment, I
ask unanimous consent to claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentlewoman from New
York is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I want to take the opportunity to
thank the gentlewoman from West Vir-
ginia for her efforts to improve this
bill. The amendment directs the SBIR
advisory boards established under H.R.
5819 to include in their annual report
to Congress the number and the dollar
amount of SBIR awards made to small
businesses and controlled by service-
disabled veterans. This is valuable data
that Congress should have. Moreover,
the collection of this data is likely to
encourage Federal agencies to redouble
their efforts to publicize the SBIR pro-
grams to service-disabled veterans.

I now would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) for any
comments he might have.

Mr. CHABOT. I thank the gentlelady
for yielding.

I support the gentlelady’s amend-
ment, and I would commend her for
looking out for the interest of service-
disabled veterans in this country, a
group of people who have clearly
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earned the respect and the gratitude
that they are entitled to. Thank you
for offering the amendment.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
we’re prepared to accept the amend-
ment, and I urge adoption of the
amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Chairman, I
yield back my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from West Virginia
(Mrs. CAPITO).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the ayes
appeared to have it.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from West Virginia
will be postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MS. VELAZQUEZ

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 12
printed in House Report 110-603.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
as the designee of Mr. CARNEY of Penn-
sylvania, I offer an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment
VELAZQUEZ:

Page 26, line 2, strike ‘“‘and” at the end.

Page 26, line 5, strike the period at the end
and insert ‘‘; and”’.

Page 26, after line 5, insert the following:

‘(D) criteria designed to give preference to
applicants who include an SBDC program
that is accredited for its technology serv-
ices.”.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1125, the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
small business development centers,
which are accredited for their tech-
nology services, are particularly well-
positioned to provide support for com-
panies preparing SBIR applications. It
is appropriate that FAST grant appli-
cations that incorporate the services of
those SBDCs that are accredited for
technology services should be viewed
favorably by the SBA.

The amendment will ensure that the
Small Business Administration in-
cludes this preference in the grant se-
lection criteria it develops for the
FAST program.

I support this amendment.

I yield time to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARNEY).

Mr. CARNEY. Tonight I urge my col-
leagues to support the amendment that
I am offering to H.R. 5819, the SBIR/
STTR reauthorization bill.

The amendment is good for Amer-
ica’s small businesses and will increase
our technological competitiveness in
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the global marketplace. Specifically,
the amendment would allow the admin-
istrator of the SBA to view favorably
FAST grant applicants that utilize
small business development centers
that are accredited for their tech-
nology commercialization in deter-
mining the award of a FAST grant.

My amendment acts as a catalyst
that will encourage and enable 41 State
SBDC programs to develop the capac-
ity to deliver technology commer-
cialization services. The result will be
an increase of new technology and
technological products introduced into
the marketplace improving America’s
competitiveness, as it strengthens
America’s small business community.

Moreover, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, my amendment furthers the
SBA’s goal of increasing the number of
SBDC programs that offer techno-
logical commercialization service as it
becomes credited.

I urge you all to support America’s
small businesses by supporting this
amendment.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, al-
though I am not in opposition, I will
claim the time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman from Ohio is
recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, I
won’t take that time. I just want to
commend the gentleman for offering
the amendment. We have no
opposition.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. I am prepared to
accept the amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 13 OFFERED BY MRS.
GILLIBRAND

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 13
printed in House Report 110-603.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Chair-
man, I have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment
GILLIBRAND:

Page 7, line 9, strike ‘‘and”.

Page 7, after line 9, insert the following:

(C) at least one individual who is a veteran
who owns a small business concern owned
and controlled by veterans; and

Page 7, line 10, redesignate (C) as (D).

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1125, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND) and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Chair-
man, my amendment is very simple. It
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